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Sunday, August 25, 2024 
 

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B) 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 
Sunday Food for You 

 
Distressing Words 
 For the last several weeks Jesus has been using his words to distress the disciples. 

 
That's right. 

 
The third person of the Trinity is going to dwell within any people who believe. 

 
Last week he said that if they want eternal life they have to eat his flesh and drink his blood! His followers could not 

possibly have understood this.* They muttered. “This saying is hard; who can accept it?" 
And they left. 
This Sunday he makes it even harder. Since Jesus knew that his disciples were murmuring about his words, he said to 

them, 
Does this shock you? 

What if you were to see the Son of Man ascending 
   to where he was before? 
It is the Spirit that gives life, 

   while the flesh is of no avail. … 
As a result of this, 

many of his disciples returned to their former way of life  
and no longer accompanied him. (Gospel) 

 
A sad scene, and puzzling too. Why is Jesus saying such things to his followers, and how is anyone supposed to 

understand it? 
The following unwritten guideline might help in reading the Gospel of John, from which our Sunday reading is taken. 
There, whenever an event or saying does not seem to make complete sense, we can understand that it is masking 

deeper meanings. In other words, often a delicious significance is hidden behind events that are described in a bewildering 
way. 

If this can be our axiom, let us try to apply it to a saying from this week’s Gospel: Jesus was … 
ascending to where he was before. 

Ok, where was he “before”? 
He was in the bosom of the Holy Trinity. God’s love leaned out to us in Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. He 

“descended” to us. 
But he will have to “go back to the next life,” because he was a human being, even though he was God. He is telling 

them this: if body and blood shock you, wait till you see me ascend into heaven! 
And what about the words, 

it is the Spirit that gives life, the flesh is to no avail. 
In the readings from the past few weeks we have seen that Jesus’ ascension would never be a desertion of us but would 

be his presence on earth in a new form. The third person of the Trinity was going to dwell within any people who believe. 
The third person will dwell in us? 
If so, where will our beloved Jesus be? Well, since the members of the Trinity are at one in everything, then they are 

completely present within each other. So Christ is within the Holy Spirit. That Spirit offers to live deep within each believer, 
within each person who says yes to its presence. The same thing can be said for the Father. 

Fine, but how do we acquire this Holy Spirit? Definitely through Baptism. And, of course—as in Jesus’ command from 
last week—through eating and drinking his body and blood. Communion makes us “become what we have eaten,” the body 
of Christ. We are to let Christ have flesh again, in our hearts and in our actions. 

The Spirit is to be the soul within the Body of Christ, and we are to be the body. 
When we are part of the “Body of Christ,” we therefore have eternal life, as he told his followers. Peter sums it up. “We 

have come to believe and are convinced that you are the Holy One of God.” 
Mass this Sunday will be meant to give us the power to live the Body of Christ into the world. 
 

John Foley, SJ 
St. Louis University 

 

Thoughts for Today’s Readings 
 

“With a Prayer…” 

https://liturgy.slu.edu/21OrdB082524/reflections_foley.html#footnote
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/082524.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/082524.cfm#main-content


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

 

  

   

  

  

   

 

  

The VIGIL    COMMUNITY NOTES       

SAVE THE DATE: ST. CHARLES WOMEN'S RETREAT 
September 20-24, 2024 

(Dinner on Friday evening until after breakfast and Mass on Sunday morning) 
 

    In February and March of this year, many women from St. Charles were unable to attend our annual retreat because 
both weekends were overcrowded.  So, St. Paul of the Cross Retreat Center has moved our parish to a weekend in 
the fall that will have room for all of us. PLEASE SAVE THE DATE: September 20-24th! The theme for the 2024-
2025 year is: "It's All About Presence" -- Come, as we explore together the depth and breadth of God’s presence ---
within and among us. How do we let the seed of God’s presence germinate in our hearts and transform us into the 
body of Christ to continue His mission in the world today? 
     For more information please see or call Patty Gillis (313.399.8320) or Jessica Edwards (313.917.0129), or go 
to: www.stpaulretreat.org 
 

*** 
 

Sunday Community Dinners… As one of our most important ministries, we have been blessed with many volunteers. 

We are in need of more. If you and your group would like to sponsor a meal, please contact Georgia Kingsley via the 

rectory to sponsor an upcoming Sunday meal. Today, August 25: The Daughters of Isbella; September 1: Naim and 

Jessica Taylor; September 8, 2024: Sponsor Needed; September 15: Secular Franciscans of St Clare; September 

22: Secular Franciscans of St Bonaventure 
 

Nativity Pantry News: We are so grateful for your continued support. This week we need family size Vegetables, 
Pork & Beans, and Tuna.  If you are not a shopper, but would like to help the pantry, a check made out to Gleaners 
Food Bank with Nativity Pantry 1116 in the memo line can be dropped in the collection baskets or mailed to the office. 
Your donation would help with our monthly bill. 
 

Senior Discount Waste Fee Detroit - Must Apply Before Sept.15th… The City of Detroit may provide a discount to 

homeowners who are at least 65 years old and have a Principal Residence Exemption on file. The Solid Waste Fee 

is $250.00. It shows up on your summer tax bill.  Qualifying Seniors will receive a discount of $125.00. You will need 

your parcel number and government-issued ID to apply for the discount.Application may be found online 

at:  https://detroitmi.gov/forms/senior-citizen-application-solid-waste-

discount#:~:text=The%20City%20of%20Detroit%20may,receive%20a%20discount%20of%20%24125.00. 

 
 

 
 
 

**If you have an announcement that needs to be made at the end of mass or something you wish to share in the Vigil, please call 

or email the rectory no later than NOON on WEDNESDAY of the week for the announcement or information to share to let us know.** 

 
 

 

 
It is the pleasure of St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Parish 

To publish the Banns for the intended wedding of: 

 

Katherine Leigh Olivares  

and  

Saverio Sparacio 

 

This wedding is to take place at: 

Santa Giulia di Centaura 

Located in  Lavagna, GE, Italy 

On September 21, 2024 at  

 

If anyone can show any just cause why these  

Two people may not be lawfully united in 

Marriage, let that person declare it, to this parish, in writing. 

http://www.stpaulretreat.org/
https://detroitmi.gov/forms/senior-citizen-application-solid-waste-discount#:~:text=The%20City%20of%20Detroit%20may,receive%20a%20discount%20of%20%24125.00.
https://detroitmi.gov/forms/senior-citizen-application-solid-waste-discount#:~:text=The%20City%20of%20Detroit%20may,receive%20a%20discount%20of%20%24125.00.


MASS INTENTIONS 
 

 

August 25, 2024 
Raymond Hughes 

Donald Hughes, Jr. 
Angela McDonald 

 
September 1, 2024 

All who are seeking work and 
those who are 

underemployed 
Robert Wedgeworth 

 

September 8, 2024 
Marianne Burns 

Victims and their families 
who died on 9/11/2021 

 

September 15, 2024 
Toufie and Alice Ayoub 

Angela Dearing 
 

September 22, 2024 
Alexander Grabowski 

Mary Niemic 
 

September 29, 2024 
Terrance Foster 

Bohdan Vujic 
 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 

   

  

 

 

  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Mon., Aug. 26: Second Thessalonians 1: 1-5, 11-12; Psalm 96: 1-2a, 2b-3, 4-
5; John 10: 27; Matthew 23: 13-22 
 
Tues., Aug. 27: Second Thessalonians 2: 1-3a, 14-17; Psalm 96: 10, 11-12, 
13; Hebrews 4: 12; Matthew 23: 23-26 
 
Wed., Aug. 28:  Second Thessalonians 3: 6-10, 16-18; Psalm 128: 1-2, 4-5; First 
John 2: 5; Matthew 23: 27-32 
 
Thurs., Aug. 29: First Corinthians 1: 1-9; Psalm 145: 2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Matthew 5: 10; 
Mark 6: 17-29 
 
Fri., Aug. 30: First Corinthians 1: 17-25; Psalm 33: 1-2, 4-5, 10-11; 
Luke 21: 36; Matthew 25: 1-13 
 
Sat., Aug. 31:  First Corinthians 1: 26-31; Psalm 33: 12-13, 18-19, 20-21; John 13: 
34; Matthew 25: 14-30 
 
Sun., Sept. 01: Deuteronomy 4: 1-2, 6-8; Psalm 15: 2-3, 3-4, 4-5;  
James 1: 17-18, 21b-22, 27; James 1: 18; Mark 7: 1-8, 14-15,21-23 

 

 
 

COLLECTION INFO 
 

August 25, 2024 
 

 

Collections       $1,093.83  

Online               $   877.00  

TOTAL             $1,970.83 

 

The Holy Father’s Intentions  
for the Month  

of August 2024 
 

 

For Political Leaders 
 

We pray that political leaders be 
at the service of all people, 
working for integral human 
development and for the 
common good, especially 

caring for the poor and those 
who have lost their jobs. 

 

 
 

Paul Andrecovich 
June Buersmeyer 
Mary Canaday 
Mark Dearing 
Joy Harris 
Joyce Hurley 
Joan Jackson 
Kathy Kapa 
Leslie Kirby 
Ron Kirby 
Pamela Little 
Michael Martin 
John Nahas 
Richard Nahas 
Gloria Parham 
Ronald Parham 
Vertis Park, Sr. 
Earlene Park-Williams 
Gregory Richardson 
Thomas Traylor 
Anna Tyler 

 

Please call the rectory at 
313-331-0253 to let us 
know when a name 
should be added to or 
removed from the list. 
Names will stay on the 
list for 3 months, but can 
be continued if we are 
notified of the wishes. 
 

Praise God for His 
Healing mercies! 

 

The VIGIL      PRAYERS, READINGS, & FINANCE     

STEWARDSHIP MINUTE: 
Stewards Commit 

 

“If it does not please you to serve the Lord, 
decide today whom you will serve…As for me 

and my household, we will serve the Lord.”  
JOSHUA 24:15 

 

     When we commit to serve the Lord, we 
become Stewards in the work of the Lord.  A 
disciple is a person who spends time in prayer 
every day, joyfully participates in charitable works 
and generously supports their local parish and 
Church mission.  If we say we serve God, our 
words and actions should reflect the Gospel 
message to others. 

 
 

TODAY’S READINGS 
 

Joshua 24: 1-2a, 15-17, 18b 
(Serving the Lord) 

 

Psalm 34: 2-3, 16-17, 18-19, 20-21, 22-23 
(Refuge in God) 

 

Ephesians 5: 21-32 
(Sacrament of Marriage) 

 

John 6: 63c, 68c 
(Living Words) 

 

John 6: 60-69 
(Words of Life) 

 

PRAY FOR THE  

HEALING PRESENCE 

 



 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  

  

  

   

   

 

 

St Charles Borromeo    
1491 Baldwin St., Detroit, MI 48214      
(313) 331-0253   (Fax 313-331-4834) 
 

St Charles Website: www.stcharlesdetroit.org     
Email @ stcharlesborromeodetroit@yahoo.com 
 

Rectory Hours: 2024 Summer Hours 

Monday, 10am to 3pm 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 9am to 4pm 
Friday, 9am to 1:30pm 
 

Pastoral Team 
Fr. Chris Talbot, Priest in Solidum 
Fr. Richard Baumann, Priest in Solidum 
Fr. David Preuss, OFM, CAP, Priest in Solidum 
Joni Scott, Director of Religious Education 
 

Council Members 
Steven Dearing, Niam Edwards, Marian Harvey, 
Sr. Mary Ellen Howard, Dan Hurley, Donna King, 
Leslie Kirby, Richard Preuss, Nicholas Rennpage 
 
 

Archbishop Vigneron's statement on Pope Francis' Global Rules for Reporting Abuse 
 

A new papal law requiring priests and religious to report sexual abuse and misconduct provides “clear directives for universal 
accountability in response to the horrors of clergy sexual abuse,” Archbishop Vigneron has told Detroit Catholic. The law provides 
whistleblower protections for anyone making a report and requires all dioceses to have a system in place to receive the claims 
confidentially. And it outlines internal procedures for conducting preliminary investigations when the accused is a bishop, cardinal 
or religious superior. “I am deeply sorry to all those who have been injured and are enduring a lifetime of physical, emotional and 
spiritual suffering because of perverse actions by those in authority,” the archbishop said. “No one is above civil law, and 
importantly, no one is above God’s law.” Pope Francis announced the new norms. The Archdiocese of Detroit encourages 
individuals to report clergy sexual abuse of minors and others directly to law enforcement – no matter when the abuse occurred. 
The Michigan Attorney General’s Office has established a toll-free reporting hotline at (844- 324-3374, Monday through Friday, 8 
am to  5pm. (aginvestigations@michigan.gov). Individuals also may contact their local police department. For complaints involving 
priests, deacons, religious, or laity, individuals are welcomed to contact the Archdiocese of Detroit's Victim Assistance Coordinator 
at (866) 343-8055 or vac@aod.org. 

 

 

OUR FAMILY OF PARISHES  

MASS TIMES 
 

 

St Charles Borromeo Detroit 
Mass Times 

Friday: Mass 11am 
Sunday 11:30am 

 

Nativity of Our Lord 
Mass Times 

Thursday: Holy Hour 8am; Mass 9am   
Sunday 9:30am 

 
 

St Augustine / St Monica 
Mass Times 

Wednesday, 9am 
Sunday 10am 

 

St. Charles Mission Statement 
 

St. Charles Borromeo, a diverse urban parish of Detroit, is rooted in Christ’s Gospel and Catholic tradition. We strive to bu ild a 

community of faith through education, worship, and evangelization. We are called to carry on Christ’s ministry to our brothers 

and sisters, especially the sick and their families, the elderly, youth, and the disabled. With Mary as our example of unconditional 

love, we strive to welcome everyone to share joyfully in the peace, love and salvation of Jesus Christ.  We acknowledge that it 

is the Holy Spirit who calls and empowers us, who strengthens and renews us, and who gives us the will to continue our mission, 

until Jesus comes. 

 

 
Family of Parishes Prayer Groups 

 
 

Tuesday Men’s Prayer Group  
6pm, St. Augustine / St. Monica 

 
Tuesday Zoom Prime Time Bible Study 

St. Elizabeth / Sacred Heart, 7pm.  
For Zoom link go to www.sacredheartdetroit.com/primetime 

 

 

The VIGIL    PARISH & ARCHDIOCESAN INFORMATION     

http://www.stcharlesdetroit.org/
mailto:stcharlesborromeodetroit@yahoo.com
mailto:aginvestigations@michigan.gov
mailto:vac@aod.org

